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that. Whatever else he was, he did more to spread a lofty kind of religion than any one who had lived up to his time.
The reign of Ahaz and his relations with Isaiah, the fall of Damascus, the death agonies of Israel, are rapidly narrated. Samaria fell before the arms of Sargon m the year 721 B.C., and Assyrian governors were established throughout the Northern Kingdom. Tyre, on the other hand, held out in spite of the predictions of Isaiah. Judah had abandoned Israel, and was rewarded for its prudent, if not very fraternal, conduct, by living on for about 150 years as a vassal of Assyria.
Israel was in many ways superior to Judah ; but it wanted the strong organisation given to its neighbour by the work of David, and above all by his selection of a capital. The disappearance of Samaria helped the work for which both Israel and Judah unconsciously laboured, the creation of religion.
David, the hero of Judah, became idealised more and more, till he was eventually thought of as "the man after God's own heart," and that even when Jahveh had developed into the true God, the just God, the God of the Universe!
The reproaches levelled in later ages against the religion of the Northern tribes were absurd